Harrogate District Biodiversity Action Group
Newsletter no.25 – March 2017
Annual General Meeting
Saturday 1st April
at RHS Harlow Carr
Wolfson Room, Bramall Learning Centre
Crag Lane, Harrogate HG3 1QB
Agenda:
10:00 Meet at the entrance to the gardens for a
guided tour with Andrew Willocks
10.45 Tea and biscuits in the Wolfson Room
11:00 AGM
1. Welcome
2. Apologies for absence
3. Matters arising from minutes of last AGM
12th March 2016
4. Chair’s report
5. Financial report
6. Election of committee
7. What next?

Suggestions welcome.

12:30 End of proceedings

Membership
Membership runs from January to December 2017
and we hope you will continue to support the group.
Fees have stayed the same at £10 single or £15 for
a family.
Please send your subscription:1. By mail to HDBAG, c/- 102 Leeds Road,
Harrogate, HG2 8HB
2. Electronic Transfer to HDBAG, HSBC Account
no, 12225778 Branch code 40-23-12 with your
surname and initial as the reference
3. By PayPal – go to our website at
http://biodiversityaction.org

Upcoming Events
Tuesday 21 March – Working Party Aspin Ponds

Friends of Aspin Pond are holding another
working party on Tuesday, March 21, from 1pm.
There will be digging to be done and weeding, so
hand tools and large forks and spades would be
useful. An email will be sent one hour beforehand if
it is cancelled. If you can help email Sheila at
loffill@yahoo.co.uk
Thurs 30 Mar - Nidderdale AONB: Annual meeting

Figure 1: Spring displays at RHS Harlow Carr

We are looking for input on projects and activities
you would like to HDBAG supporting, being involved
in or even establishing. We are very keen to get
your input, and hopefully your support, to increase
our impact to making Harrogate Distract a wildlife
haven.

Comments and contributions welcome
Please contact Pamela Millen: biodiversityaction@gmail.com
 01423 523233
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You are invited to join this Annual Meeting when the
trustees will be telling us about the past year's
activities. After the formalities are completed and
we are refreshed by hot drinks and homemade
cakes, Dr Paul Evans from Buglife will give a talk
entitled 'Landscapes for Pollinators'.

Paul is responsible for the development and delivery
of Buglife's UK-wide landscape-scale B-Lines
Initiative. Paul's talk will provide the 'bigger picture'
and reinforce the importance of our Biffa Award,
'Pollinator Pathways' project.
No need to book – just turn up. 7.00-9.00 pm, The
Council Offices, Pateley Bridge.

Your garden, your thoughts and your support for wildlife can make a difference
www.biodversityaction.org

Saturday 15 April – Pinewoods Easter Egg Hunt

The now annual Easter event in the Pinewoods is
happening again this year. A great day out for the
whole family.

@HDBAG

Facebook

Many volunteering opportunities are offered by
local groups looking after specific plots of land. Sam
Walker, Harrogate Borough Council’s Countryside
Ranger, offers volunteers a chance to visit and work
at different sites. Clearing brambles and then
planting trees has been carried out this year at an
interesting site in Ripon that is not accessible to the
public. We circulate Sam’s emails but to make sure
you don’t miss out why not be added to his mailing
list. sam.walker@harrogate.gov.uk
At Rossett School the wildlife and student
friendly garden is developing. Jo Clark, organiser,
reports:
“We are now working with the Princes Trust & the
boys will get an employability qualification from
it. This week we are erecting a pergola and
putting in a patio & decking. RHS are giving us
some shrubs to plant around the pond and the
Lions Club have given us extra funding. We are
also part of the Harrogate in Bloom and the
judges are coming to look at the garden in
August, so fingers crossed! We are still
fundraising to help with on-going costs and
hopefully more money will continue to come in.”
There were several litter picks arranged in support
of the Great British Spring Clean. Many thanks to
all the groups, schools and individuals who took the
time to collect the alarming amount of litter that
seems to be ‘growing’ in our beautiful District and
countryside.

Out and about
In November Philip Woffinden with Bill Sturman
from the local RSPB group checked over our nest
boxes in Valley Gardens. Of the six boxes five were
found to have been used probably by Blue Tits. The
boxes are now cleaned and ready for new families
this spring.
Carolyn Rothwell continues working on the
Harrogate Hospital Gardens and all are doing
well. She has planted a variety of native trees and
wildflowers at the Harrogate Spa Tennis Centre
and is in the process of building a new improved bug
hotel with clients at the Disability Action
Yorkshire gardens also on Claro Road. A one
woman tour de force we are lucky to have on the
HDBAG committee.
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Figure 2: The Pinewoods litter pickers ready for action!

Your garden, your thoughts and your support for wildlife can make a difference
www.biodversityaction.org

@HDBAG

Facebook

The Curse of Crassula
I went to Wikipedia for some details about Crassula,
a plant that is invading our waterways. Crassula
helmsii, known as swamp stonecrop or New Zealand
Pigmyweed. Originally found in Australia and New
Zealand, it has been introduced around the world as
an ornamental and oxygenating plant for gardens.
In the United Kingdom, this plant is one of five
introduced aquatic plants which were banned from
sale from April 2014. This is the first ban of its kind
in the country.
The plant grows in the muddy margins of ponds
where it forms carpets with 100% cover, or semisubmerged in deeper water, or totally submerged
with elongated stems. It does not die back in winter.
Rossett Local Nature Reserve has been suffering
from massive infestations of Crassula. Digging it out
by hand and burying it on site, as it cannot be
moved to prevent spread, has been tried several
times. This very heavy work did not seem to make
much impression on the ponds in the reserve. The
Great Crested Newts, that are an important species
at the site, have difficulty surviving in Crassula
infested ponds. So, time to bring in the big guns or
should I say diggers. The ponds have all been
cleaned out and the Crassula buried. Sad to say this
action will no doubt need repeating in 5 years or so
as it only needs a small piece of the plant to
vegetatively reproduce itself. The plant can be
spread a long way on our boots and shoes and dogs
that are allowed in the water. Another one of these
invasive plants introduced that we will never be rid
of.

Figure 3: You could still see water when clearing by hand
in 2013
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Figure 4: Surveying the problem on Jowett pond at the
nature reserve

Figure 5: Clear again in 2017 after the thick mat of
Crassula had been removed

This is not just a problem at Rossett Nature Reserve.
It is in many ponds around our district including the
lesser known Cow Dyke Beck at Killinghall Moor.
The vegetation will get into the beck and find a new
home further downstream.

Figure 6: Killinghall Moor Pond

Your garden, your thoughts and your support for wildlife can make a difference
www.biodversityaction.org

The Natural Nidd: Catchment
Management Plan
HDBAG was invited to attend
the workshops held by the Yorkshire Dales Rivers
Trust and the Nidderdale AONB. The aim of the
meetings is to devise a management plan that will
include projects to improve and maintain the quality
of the River Nidd for land owners and water users
for both leisure and livelihood.
With invasive species in mind, a big problem along
the river is Himalayan Balsam. Once again it is an
ornamental that was introduced and we will never
get rid of it – so no problem bee keepers! However,
along river banks it does not hold the soil in place
and, as it has forced out plants that will, erosion
occurs. To make a difference control needs to take
place at the top of the water way as the river is the
transporter of seed. A possible project is therefore
management of Balsam along the river. Readers of
our newsletter will know the effort we encourage
during the summer months to try to control this
species so it will be no surprise that we have offered
to help where we can on any forthcoming project.
The Dales to Vale Rivers Network is a catchment
partnership which brings together local people,
communities, organisations and businesses to make
decisions on managing the interconnected bodies of
water in the catchment area.
The dvrn vision:
• Clean water for everyone – Reduced rural and
urban pollution including water friendly farming
and sustainable urban drainage.
• Water for Wildlife – Provide high quality,
connected habitats that support a diverse range
of species including good fish stocks and without
invasive species.
• Enjoying water – Provide opportunity for
recreation and attractive areas for people to
enjoy.
• The right amount of water – Flood risk is
reduced in a sustainable and cost-effective way.
• Using water – Meet the needs of drinking water
suppliers, business and agriculture.
• Learning about water – Communities are
engaged with their river, all interested people and
organisations are working cooperatively to
manage river environments effectively.
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@HDBAG

Facebook

A Professional Dog-Walker’s Initiative
As a dog owner, I am amazed and sadden at the
increase in dog mess in our open spaces. There are
those that don’t bother to clean up after their dog,
and those that bag it and then drop, or fling, the bag
into the trees or hedge… Why?? Not only are they
unsightly but the increase in plastic and rubbish that
accumulates alongside these, all create a hazard to
our children and our wildlife – and it looks awful!
More and more children are creating dens in our
woodlands and it is lovely to see the creativity and
‘wild play’. However, the litter that is also created
is unsightly and unnecessary. If we, as adults, don’t
clean up after our dogs why should the children
clean up after their play? Sadly, litter breeds litter.
Last week we saw a group of professional dogwalkers initiate a pick-up operation at Hookstone
where they collected more than 800 dog poos. The
Council has supported this initiative and provided
the intrepid group, headed by Rowen Hardcastle,
owner of Bark in the Park, with bags, pickers and
signs.
The Harrogate Advertiser quoted Ms
Hardcastle,
“I have been doing this for 10 years and it has
definitely got worse, 10 years ago there was hardly
any dog mess, now it’s everywhere.
50 per cent of it is lazy dog owners and a certain
percentage is people who aren’t aware that they have
to pick it up especially if it’s just a field, but they
forget these aren’t just places for dog walkers.”

As a dog owner and resident, I will be continuing to
support the initiative and help clean up our parks. I
hope you will also help.

Lynda Fussell

