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What have we been doing? 

Wow it has been a busy summer!  A strange one in many 
ways but lovely in many more.. 

We started June with ‘Bee Aware’ session in the children’s 
section of Harrogate Library.  We coloured in different 
types of Bumble bee and made open faced flowers to show 
how they are more accessible to bees.  The differences 
between bumble and honey bees were explained and 
thanks to Harrogate and Ripon Beekeepers’ microscopes 
and slides the children were able to see honey bees close 
up. 

On three separate evenings later in the month teams of 
cubs, guides and scouts worked very hard to remove some 
of the Himalayan Balsam that is overwhelming our section 
of Valley Gardens near the Ebor Rise entrance.  Many 
thanks to 7th Harrogate St. Mark’s Cubs, St. Paul’s Guides 
and 15th Harrogate St. Paul’ Scouts.   Fear not beekeepers, 
although it looked clear at the time, a recent walk through 
shows the balsam still has quite a presence there.  It is one 
of those plants that is here to stay. 

In July we accepted invitations to have our stand at several 
events in a bid to spread our message of encouragement 
for everyone to be more wildlife friendly in their own 
patch.  We attended High Batts Open Day, Animal Day at 
Ripon Spa Gardens and a Bug Hunt at Studfold.  Many 
thanks to those organisations for thinking of us. 

 
Figure 1: The beautiful setting of Studfold 

The annual Moth Morning on 5th August was again a 
success.  

Many thanks to Charlie Fletcher and Jill Warwick for 
identifying and recording the moths found in three traps 

left overnight. There were over 80 different species 
identified. 

 
Figure 2: Mother of Pearl 

When the list and photos are matched they will be on our 
website.  Many thanks to committee member Sandra for 
hosting the event. 

 
Figure 3: Magpie 

On 10 September we joined many others for a great day 
out at the Pinewoods Conservation Group Open Day. 

 

Membership 

Membership runs from January to December 2016 and we 
hope you will continue to support the group. Fees have 
stayed the same at £10 single or £15 for a family. 

Please send your subscription:- 

1. By mail to HDBAG c/- 102 Leeds Road,  Harrogate, 
HG2 8HB 

2. Electronic Transfer to HDBAG, HSBC Account no, 
12225778  Branch code 40-23-12 with your surname 
and initial as the reference 

3. By PayPal – go to our website at 
http://biodiversityaction.org   

http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/article/25273/Harrogate-library
http://www.hrbka.org.uk/
http://www.plantlife.org.uk/wild_plants/plant_species/indian_himalayan_balsam
http://www.harrogatescouts.co.uk/groups/7th-harrogate/
http://www.stpauls-harrogate.org.uk/index.php/organisations/scouts-guides/guides
http://www.harrogatescouts.co.uk/groups/15th-harrogate/
https://highbatts.wordpress.com/home/events/
https://www.harrogate.gov.uk/info/20090/visit_parks_and_woodlands/395/spa_gardens_ripon
http://www.studfold.com/adventure-trails
http://www.pinewoodsconservationgroup.org.uk/
http://biodiversityaction.org/contact-us.html
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Upcoming Events 

Saturday 8 October – Countryside at Risk 
This is a family day of Action for the Climate, as part of the 
Speak Up Week of Action.  Walk from the Long Stay Car 
Park in Pateley Bridge, from 11am onwards.  Spot 
endangered species along the walk to Glasshouses with 
prizes for finding the most! Join the ‘bring and share’ picnic 
from 12.30 onwards.  Loads of free activities with a Sing-a-
Long for the Climate at 3:30pm. 

Sunday 23 & Friday 28 Oct – Go Batty at RHS Harlow Carr 
The North Yorkshire Bat Group will be in the Lodge 
teaching us about all things bat-related and even bringing 
bats for you to meet!  Noon – 3pm. 

Half-term fun at RHS Harlow Carr 
The October half term fun focuses on creatures that come 
out at night – from bats and badgers to hedgehogs and 
owls.   

See pygmy hedgehogs up close, enjoy a daily wildlife trail, 
book a place on the holiday club and make your own 
pumpkin seed hedgehog.  Activities are free with normal 
garden admission and on a drop-in basis unless otherwise 
stated.  

Sunday 30 October – Bird Ringing at RHS Harlow Carr 
Help the East Dales Ringing Group, part of the British Trust 
for Ornithology (BTO), with a special bird survey. 

Watch their specially trained team identify, ring and record 
the birds that call Harlow Carr home, as part of an 
important national study.  10am – 3pm, at the bird hide. 

 

Garden Wildlife Health 
We all do our best to encourage wildlife into our gardens 
and make good homes for them as quite often their usual 
habitats are under threat.  However, we do see dead and 
diseased animals and analysis of data gathered about these 
events will hopefully help us to help our wildlife friends.  To 
this end Garden Wildlife Health has been set up and needs 
our help in providing information about any sick or dead 
animals we find in our gardens.  As well as taking in 
information the website is a wonderful source of disease 
fact sheets and symptom identifiers for amphibians, birds 
and hedgehogs.   

Garden Wildlife Health (GWH), a collaborative project 
between theZoological Society of London (ZSL), the British 
Trust for Ornithology (BTO), Froglifeand the Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), that aims to monitor the 
health of, and identify disease threats to, British wildlife. 
Registration and reporting is free and should take less than 
15 minutes. Go here to register.   

 

Luxury bug hotel at Horticap 

 
Figure 4: The splendid 'Bug Hotel' at Horticap 

Do take a tour round the wildlife area at Horticap, Bluecoat 
Wood Nursery, Otley Road, Harrogate to view this 
magnificent structure. 

 

‘Swarm of Bees’ Printmaking Project 
Artist and beekeeper Laney Birkhead is hoping to print 
50,000 honey bees in an artwork aimed at raising 
awareness at the plight of bees and other pollinators. She 
has been holding workshops where large numbers of 
people have enjoyed hand printing bees onto fabric. The 
final piece of artwork is a combination of all the fabric 
fragments done at each workshop, all sewn together to 
make one very large original print. 

The print will be exhibited at Sunny Bank Mills Gallery, 
Farsley, Leeds October 22 – November 20. 
www.laneybirkhead.com  

http://www.biodversityaction.org/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=9&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2t6LNp8fPAhVGCMAKHYLzAq8QFgg8MAg&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fhdbag&usg=AFQjCNHfQAqKrSHg9cTytq9FlOmoLUnRMw&sig2=fxUcgds-wO3yjkO7GvbDPwhttps://twitter.com/HDBAG
https://www.facebook.com/BiodiversityAction/?ref=bookmarkshttps://www.facebook.com/Harrogate-District-Biodiversity-Action-Group-HDBAG-105600599518268/
http://www.theclimatecoalition.org/
https://weekofaction.org.uk/
http://www.pateley-bridge.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glasshouses
http://www.nybats.org.uk/
https://www.rhs.org.uk/gardens/whats-on-at-rhs-gardens/whats-on-at-rhs-garden-harlow-carr/October-half-term-at-Harlow-Carr
http://www.hellohedgehog.com/
https://eastdalesringinggroup.wordpress.com/
https://www.bto.org/
https://www.bto.org/
https://www.rhs.org.uk/gardens/harlow-carr?utm_medium=cpc&gclid=Cj0KEQjw7Ne_BRDRmP2ojKfzv98BEiQAPuqPyZEgidUyQoasadzCxL_oR5eZrqxE-pqPCdU3YKMFU14aApHF8P8HAQ&gclsrc=aw.ds
http://www.gardenwildlifehealth.org/
http://www.zsl.org/
http://www.bto.org/
http://www.bto.org/
http://www.froglife.org/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/
http://blx1.bto.org/gwh/
http://www.horticap.org/
http://www.laneybirkhead.com/


 

 

3 HDBAG Newsletter no.24 – September 2016 
 

www.biodversityaction.org           @HDBAG         Facebook 

Your garden, your thoughts and your support for wildlife can make a difference 

HDBAG tends to not organize general meetings as 
attendance has proved embarrassingly low... There are so 
many wonderful events being held across the District that 
we have chosen to support and work with other groups in 
hosting joint events. 

However, we can use our newsletter to promote thought 
and comment about our theme of biodiversity.  To that end 
this issue of the newsletter includes a statement from two 
of our members who are concerned about the effect of 
possible fracking procedures on biodiversity.  What do you 
think about the effect of fracking on biodiversity? 

Biodiversity and Fracking 
“Fracking is an intensive, industrial process for extracting 
methane gas from shale rock that lies hundreds of metres 
underground. The process requires a large number of 
drilling sites – up to 8 per square mile – and this could mean 
thousands of well sites in a large area. The procedure is to 
drill down to the shale rock at a depth of about 3,000 
metres and then to drill horizontally. Water, sand and toxic 
chemicals are then pumped down the well under very high 
pressure to fracture the shale and release the gas trapped 
inside.” http://frackfreeryedale.org/fracking/ 

It is a controversial procedure, as witness the number of 
anti-fracking groups (400+) that have grown up over the UK 
in the last 3 years. 

Concerns voiced range around risk of pollution of local 
water supplies (particularly aquifers and bore holes); air, 
light and noise pollution affecting the health of those living 
nearby; impacts on an area’s existing economy (e.g. 
tourism and agriculture); impact on small local roads of 
large truck  movements; social divisions within local 
communities; impact on local house prices; and, very 
significantly, how we can achieve our challenging carbon 
emissions targets by developing another fossil fuel 
industry. 

We have attended many meetings and talks over the last 
12 months, and very rarely have we heard the issue of the 

effect on our biodiversity mentioned specifically. Indeed, 
at the recent planning application for the well at Kirby 
Misperton, the report into the impact on biodiversity 
seemed to suggest there was no need to worry as there 
were no endangered species around that site. So as 
supporters of the Harrogate and District Biodiversity Action 
Group should we be worried? Is it our affair, or do we leave 
it to other groups such as Frack Free Harrogate District or 
Zero Carbon Harrogate to take up the cause? 

 Planning permission was granted by NYCC for one well at 
Kirby Misperton. But this is only the beginning. Third 
Energy, the company who made the application, told a 
parliamentary committee back in March 2015 that they 
planned up to 950 wells in their licence block across 
Ryedale. INEOS also hold licences and they recently placed 
an advert for Seismic Survey Contractors in which they 
stated that each 10x10km PEDL license block could contain 
“up to 30 well sites within the licence and up to 396 
horizontal wells”.  In December 2015 INEOS was awarded 
9 10x10kim PEDL licence blocks across North Yorkshire, as 
well as some smaller license areas. 

Cuadrilla and Egdon Resources have also been granted 
PEDL licences in North Yorkshire, but have yet to say how 
many fracking wells they might be planning. In addition to 
the wells themselves, there will be gas processor plants 
and pipelines required in the area, as well as greatly 
increased traffic movements on the roads. All of this must 
have an impact on the existing landscape and thus on the 
biodiversity. 

In 2013, the State of Nature report found that 60 per cent 
of UK species studied had declined in recent decades, and 
more than 1 in 10 could disappear from our shores 
altogether. That left the question: 'what needs to be done 
to improve the fate of nature in the UK?' 

In 2015 came the Response for Nature. 

This outlined the 5 main threats to nature as being: 

• habitat change (loss, degradation and fragmentation) 

• climate change 

• pollution 

• over-exploitation 

• invasive non-native species 

Comments and contributions welcome 
Please contact Pamela Millen:- 

 biodiversityaction@gmail.com 
 01423 523233 

http://www.biodversityaction.org/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=9&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2t6LNp8fPAhVGCMAKHYLzAq8QFgg8MAg&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fhdbag&usg=AFQjCNHfQAqKrSHg9cTytq9FlOmoLUnRMw&sig2=fxUcgds-wO3yjkO7GvbDPwhttps://twitter.com/HDBAG
https://www.facebook.com/BiodiversityAction/?ref=bookmarkshttps://www.facebook.com/Harrogate-District-Biodiversity-Action-Group-HDBAG-105600599518268/
https://d.docs.live.net/07669fe00ccd325a/HDBAG/newsletters/(http:/www.w.ww.rspb.org.uk/Images/responsefornature_england_tcm9-407740.pdf)
mailto:biodiversityaction@gmail.com
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It went on to outline what we should all do for nature, 
including speaking up on its behalf and taking positive 
action to halt its decline. We have looked at those 5 threats 
listed above and wondered how industrial scale fracking 
can be a positive action to address them? 

Medact is a charity for health professionals and others 
working to improve health worldwide. It conducts research 
and analysis, campaigns and lobbies. In 2015 Medact 
published its first report on this subject, Health and 
Fracking, which outlined the potential impacts on health of 
fracking in the UK. Since the release of that report over 350 
academic papers of various sorts have been published, 
examining the impacts of high volume hydraulic fracturing 
(HVHF) for shale gas on air and water quality, health, 
climate change, social wellbeing, economics, noise and 
light pollution, and seismic events. This new report updates 
the findings of a review of the more recent evidence. 

Medact’s view that the UK should abandon its policy to 
encourage shale gas production remains unchanged. 

They state: “Hazardous pollutants are produced at all 
stages of the shale gas production process. The range of 
pollutants are outlined in the report. Based on current 
evidence it is not possible to conclude that there is a strong 
association between shale gas related pollution and 
negative local health effects. However, there is clearly 
potential for negative health impacts. In particular, there 
are risks of;  

(i) adverse reproductive outcomes due to exposure to 
endocrine disrupting chemicals,  

(ii) risk of respiratory effects resulting from ozone and 
smog formation,  

(iii) stress, anxiety and other psycho-social effects arising 
from actual and perceived social and economic 
disruption. 

A special consideration England as compared with the US 
is that there may be a greater risk of well integrity failure 
due to the heavily faulted nature of the geology.  

Evidence is strongest regarding the risk that shale gas will 
accelerate climate change. Recent evidence of a rise in 
global atmospheric methane concentrations, which poses 
a global warming threat, points to recent oil and gas 
production in the US as one of the causes.” 

So, according to Medact, evidence seems to be mounting 
that fracking causes a risk to human health. It surely 
follows that it poses a risk to our non-human neighbours as 
well? There has already been an attempt at a “mini-frac” 
at West Newton near Hull. The results caused controversy 
and accusations, including sudden loss of water from a 
fishing lake, dead hares found by drainage ditches around 
the site, loss of local barn owls. Follow this link to find out 
more: http://www.frackfreeeastyorkshire.com/incidents/ 

On 15 July 2016 the periodical Science published a report 
entitled “Has land use pushed territorial biodiversity 
beyond the planetary boundary? A global assessment” 

In this report, an international team of scientists has 
issued a warning that biodiversity is dropping below safe 
levels for the support and wellbeing of human societies. 
58% of the world's land coverage already falls below this 
safe level. They find that the global average of biodiversity 
has dropped to 85% of that of unaffected ecosystems. 

Commenting on this report, Owen Lewis, professor of 
ecology at Oxford University, told the BBC: "This is 
definitely a situation where the precautionary principle 
needs to be applied: we can't afford to wait to see the long-
term consequences of degradation of natural ecosystems." 

One of the report’s authors, Dr Tim Newbold of the 
Department of Evolution, Genetics and Environment at 
University College, London, said "We hope that the report 
will inform policy makers and debate on how we use the 
Earth's land". 

In other words should we not be putting at the forefront of 
our minds, in all our decisions, what the impact of our 
actions on our ecosystems might be? Where are the 
positive benefits of fracking for our biodiversity? How does 
pursuing this on an industrial scale in rural Yorkshire (or 
anywhere) fit with the precautionary principle that we 
need to pursue if we are to halt the decline in the 
ecosystems upon which we ultimately all depend for our 
survival? 

Janice and Tim Scott  

 

 

Follow the links throughout the 
newsletter for more information 

http://www.biodversityaction.org/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=9&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2t6LNp8fPAhVGCMAKHYLzAq8QFgg8MAg&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fhdbag&usg=AFQjCNHfQAqKrSHg9cTytq9FlOmoLUnRMw&sig2=fxUcgds-wO3yjkO7GvbDPwhttps://twitter.com/HDBAG
https://www.facebook.com/BiodiversityAction/?ref=bookmarkshttps://www.facebook.com/Harrogate-District-Biodiversity-Action-Group-HDBAG-105600599518268/
http://www.medact.org/climate-ecology/energy/fracking/2016-updated-report/
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Musings of a wildlife gardener 
(a personal view) 
A Busman’s Holiday 

It’s holiday time, bringing, with luck, a period of 
fine weather when we can have day trips out as well 
as breaks away. Increasingly we find that we use 
these breaks from routine to have a bit of a 
busman’s holiday and go investigate what other 
people are doing to help wildlife on their patch. 
There are some lovely spots to visit in our neck of 
the woods and a lot of busy people actively working 
to help our wildlife. On a grand scale, the recently 
re-planted herbaceous borders at Newby Hall were 
alive with beautiful flowers and insects when we 
visited in late July - giving us ideas way above our 
station! Sadly, and poignantly, butterflies were 
noticeable by their absence, making it all the 
clearer to us that our wildlife now needs all the help 
it can get. Having said that, we were lucky enough 
to watch a humming bird hawk moth enjoying the 
nectar banquet on display. 

Open gardens can be a great source of inspiration 
and so many do now seem to be designed around 
encouraging wildlife. The National Gardens Scheme 
‘Yellow Book’ of open gardens confirms how 
important this now is as a concept to so many 
people. One of our favourites to visit is Old 
Sleningford Hall, where in true Yorkshire fashion 
you can get two gardens for the price of one, with 
the formal walled gardens of the Hall and the 
neighbouring and award winning permaculture 
forest garden. This area is being managed in the 
least interventionist way possible and the result is 
a place alive with bird song and a joy to walk around. 

Heading further afield, each year we enjoy 
spending a week amongst the wildlife of a Welsh 
oak woodland, in a cottage on a 10 acre nature 
reserve. For the owners this has been a labour of 

love over 25+ years, conserving and restoring 
different types of habitat on what once was part 
of a farm and classed as ‘poor’ agricultural land. 
This really is an exercise in re-wilding, with the 
restoration of a traditional Welsh hay meadow, and 
the management of several diverse wildlife 
habitats: mature woodland, unimproved grazing, 
wetland, streamside and pond.  Pathways and board 
walks have been put in for visitors to explore the 
reserve; there are bird boxes everywhere, while 
seats at strategic spots mean you can spend time 
relaxing and observing – always encouraged by the 
owners to look at and listen closely to what is 
around you. 

 

Figure 5: Traditional hay meadows contain  
many different plant species 

The result is an area filled with very different 
wonders to what we might hope to find here in 
Yorkshire. In spring the dawn chorus is a joyful wall 
of sound – almost making my insomnia worthwhile! 
Some of the birds which we hear occasionally 
around here, are plentiful there, e.g. redstart. 
Conversely, we have curlew and lapwing which have 
all but disappeared from that part of Wales. The 
composition of the hay meadows is different too, 
while in the summer it is possible to see insects 
such as the scarlet tiger moth and small pearl 
bordered fritillary butterfly. This year our 

http://www.biodversityaction.org/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=9&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2t6LNp8fPAhVGCMAKHYLzAq8QFgg8MAg&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fhdbag&usg=AFQjCNHfQAqKrSHg9cTytq9FlOmoLUnRMw&sig2=fxUcgds-wO3yjkO7GvbDPwhttps://twitter.com/HDBAG
https://www.facebook.com/BiodiversityAction/?ref=bookmarkshttps://www.facebook.com/Harrogate-District-Biodiversity-Action-Group-HDBAG-105600599518268/
http://www.newbyhall.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/life/Macroglossum_stellatarum
http://www.ngs.org.uk/
http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden/garden.aspx?id=7945
http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden/garden.aspx?id=7945
http://www.oldsleningford.co.uk/ForestGarden.html
http://www.oldsleningford.co.uk/ForestGarden.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10381309
https://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/discoverandlearn/birdguide/name/r/redstart/
https://www.bto.org/support-us/appeals/bto-curlew-appeal
http://www.gwct.org.uk/farming/big-farmland-bird-count/farmland-birds-to-count/lapwing/?gclid=Cj0KEQjw7Ne_BRDRmP2ojKfzv98BEiQAPuqPyXvfSH3PGu5jgd8-IMUPOofjEYbYYCTDa76w0EtmmFQaAhta8P8HAQ
http://butterfly-conservation.org/11908-1492/scarlet-tiger.html
http://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/species.php?species=selene
http://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/species.php?species=selene
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excitements included the first glow worm I have 
seen in my life. 

It is obvious from reading the visitors’ book at the 
cottage that we are not alone in finding great joy in 
that patch of Welsh woodland. It is one of those 
places that people obviously return to time after 
time, and seemingly can happily spend a week not 
venturing very far at all, but enjoying what the 
reserve has to offer as each week progresses. They 
may be like me and go about lifting tin sheets in the 
hope of seeing slow worms; they may be wildlife 
photographers trying to capture that perfect shot 
of a pied flycatcher or a dragonfly; they may be out 
with their sketch pad or easel; they may just enjoy 
sitting and relaxing, watching the passing scene of 
bird and bee. However people have chosen to spend 
their time on the reserve, it is obvious to us each 
time we come away that our natural world can be 
very restorative for man battered by 21st century 
living when it is allowed to express itself. 

 
Figure 6: Slow worms found 

Janice Scott 

 

 

 
 

http://www.biodversityaction.org/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=9&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2t6LNp8fPAhVGCMAKHYLzAq8QFgg8MAg&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fhdbag&usg=AFQjCNHfQAqKrSHg9cTytq9FlOmoLUnRMw&sig2=fxUcgds-wO3yjkO7GvbDPwhttps://twitter.com/HDBAG
https://www.facebook.com/BiodiversityAction/?ref=bookmarkshttps://www.facebook.com/Harrogate-District-Biodiversity-Action-Group-HDBAG-105600599518268/
http://www.glowworms.org.uk/
http://www.arkive.org/slow-worm/anguis-fragilis/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/discoverandlearn/birdguide/name/p/piedflycatcher/

