
 

  
Biodiversity.... 

What can I do to help?  How can I get involved? 

Tuesday 26th February, 7pm – 9.30pm 
Bramall Learning Centre, 

RHS Harlow Carr, Crag Lane 
Teas & Coffees available from 7.00pm for prompt 7.30pm start 

Guest Speakers 

Catherine Baxter, Learning and Interpretation 
Manager at RHS Garden Harlow Carr ~ Enabling 
school children to discover the wonders of the 
ecosystems supporting wildlife at Harlow Carr. 

Mary Bond, Harrogate in Bloom ~ Bees, Butterflies 
and Blooms – the how’s, why’s, learning’s and 
benefits.  

Paul Evans, Project Officer, Yorkshire B-Lines ~ 
Insights to the Bee Corridor Trials in Yorkshire. 

Matt Millington, Biodiversity Officer, North 
Yorkshire County Council ~ Volunteer Activities 
across the County.  

Paul Mosley, Volunteer Coordinator Nidderdale 
AONB & Hackfall Officer ~ Local Opportunities and 
Activities for Individuals and Businesses 

Dr Anita Glover, Yorkshire Dales Environmental 
Network ~ Local Partnership Bioblitz event at 
Brimham Rocks in July 2013.  

Launch of the Wildlife Friendly Workplace 
Award 

Details of our new award to recognise the efforts 
being made by businesses, across the District, in 

supporting wildlife. 

Business of the AGM  
Brief review of activities in 2012 & plans for 2013;  

Approve the Annual Financial Accounts;  
Appoint members to the Committee for the 

forthcoming year. 
If you would like to stand for the committee or nominate another 

member (with their agreement), please let us know as soon as 
possible so that we can prepare for a formal election process 

should there be more candidates than vacancies. 

This is not just an AGM but a chance to be in at the 
beginning of a new HDBAG project and listen to 
several guest speakers who are very much involved 
with the care of our local environment.  Their 
enthusiasm and dedication to their projects will 
hopefully encourage more of us to get up and join 
with them in their endeavours. 

See you there … 

Comments and contributions welcomed.  Please 
contact Pamela Millen:- 

  biodiversityaction@gmail.com 

  01423 523233 
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What have we been doing? 

To finish up 2012 we celebrated both winter 

colour and trees in November.  On a bright and 
frosty Saturday morning Andrew Willocks gave us 
a guided tour around RHS Harlow Carr gardens.  
We came away with many ideas of how to keep 
the garden bright up to the end of the year.  
Varying shades of cornus or dogwood pictured 
below glow in the winter sunshine and grow on 

clay and damp and wet ground.  

 

Many thanks go to Ann Stark for a fascinating talk 
given at our evening meeting.  As recorder for the 
Nidderdale AONB Tree Wardens Ann has a wealth 
of knowledge of the veteran trees in the area, not 
just their physical presence but also their 
relationship to the history of their locality. 

After a social gathering in December it was back 
into action for January 2013.  The RSPB Big 
Garden Bird Watch is a great opportunity to get 
out and see what is around.  This year we joined 
forces with Starbeck in Bloom and on a very 
snowy January 26th helped with the bird count in 
Belmont Park next to Starbeck Library.  There was 
a large gathering of Starlings in the tall trees and 
at least 15 House Sparrows in the long hedge.  
Many thanks to the HDBAG members, who, armed 
with their binoculars, helped novices with 
identification of bird species. 
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Harrogate Biodiversity Action Plan 

January saw the launch of the official Harrogate 
Biodiversity Action Plan.  Since its inception 
HDBAG has worked to support the ‘Gardens and 
Urban Wild Spaces’, ‘Bats’, ‘Chestnut Click Beetle’ 
and ‘Great Crested Newt’ action plans.  Lynda 
Fussell’s presentation at the launch evening about 
what we have been doing was very well received. 

Details of the Harrogate BAP can be found on the 
council website, www.harrogate.gov.uk, when you 
search on the word ‘biodiversity’. 

The Harrogate District BAP is the result of a 
partnership between the Council, other bodies 
such as: North Yorkshire County Council, Natural 

England and the Environment Agency, along with 
local naturalist and conservation groups and local 
people. It sets out how we hope to halt and 
reverse the decline in wildlife in the Harrogate 
District. 

 It can be downloaded in its entirety or the 
individual habitat and species action plans can be 

downloaded separately. Hard copies are being 
made available at the reference section of the 
District's libraries. 

The Biodiversity Action Partnership has identified 
key habitats and species within the District, which 
are contained within the individual Habitat and 
Species Action Plans. These plans set out the 

importance of the species and habitats in the 
District; identify their local status; threats to them 
and opportunities to assist their recovery. Finally 
the Action Programme draws together the targets 
and actions which the partners are committed to 
undertake to help to reverse these declines 
locally.  

The document comprises an Introduction, an 
overview of the District's wildlife, 15 Habitat 
Action Plans (HAPs), 7 Species Action Plans 
(SAPs) and an Action Programme. The 15 HAPS 
are considered the District's most important 
wildlife habitats and they include over 100 local 
priority species.   Usually, action to protect and 
enhance the habitat will also benefit its priority 
species, but the 7 SAPs cover species needing 
specific actions, or those which when conserved, 
will benefit other wildlife.    

The Action Programme includes 'targets' to 
conserve and enhance biodiversity and 'actions' 
needed to achieve them.   The BAP is a 'snapshot 

in time' but will be a useful reference tool and a 
basis for on-going monitoring of the District's 
wildlife - and for future projects to secure and 
enhance biodiversity.  The Plan is intended as a 
living document so the Action Programme is likely 
to be updated on an annual basis. 

 

What’s Next? 
‘Money makes the world go around’, and it also 

enables proposed projects to go ahead.  Thanks to 
some serious form filling by Lynda Fussell we now 
have some funding from the Harrogate Borough 
Council’s Community Chest that will keep us busy 
during 2013.   

We have been working in the area between Ebor 

Rise entrance and the War Memorial in Valley 
Gardens, planting native, wildlife friendly plants and 
conducting surveys.  We wanted information boards 
that would tell passers by what is happening in the 
area and why – now we can go ahead with the 
project.  So, keep an eye out for them during year. 

Website Update:  Our website has been in 
desperate need of an overhaul.  This is a massive 
exercise but we are going to put our new site ‘live’ 
in the next few days.  Bear with us if there are 
some gaps initially... The address remains the same 
www.biodiversityaction.org.uk.  We also have a new 
volunteer who will help keep it more up to date than 
it has been.  So do try the website again. 
Facebook is also a great way to keep in touch  
 
 

                             
It’s Time to Plant Trees 

Once again Terry Knowles has raised money for the 
Rotary Carbon Offset Scheme and bought the young 
trees ready to plant.  If you and your family can 
help on the following dates, please drop Terry a line 
on teruna2@aol.com  for more details. 

Tuesday 5th March at Studfold Farm, Lofthouse 
Sunday 26th March at Oak Bank Farm, Pannal 
Sunday 7th April at Bark Cabin Wood, Bewerley 

 

       

                         
Shore Thing Survey 

On Sunday 28th April at Robin Hood’s Bay, Yorkshire 
Naturalists’ Union, Marine and Coastal Section are 
running a survey to record marine and coastal 
wildlife.  This is a chance to learn and practice 
species identification and survey skills whilst helping 
gather valuable information about our marine 
wildlife.  Meet at 10.30am on the slipway at the 
bottom of New Road. For further information visit 
their website www.ynu.org.uk  

 

                      
The Red Kite 

Doug Simpson will be talking about the Red Kite on 
Monday 8th April, at the Harrogate RSPB Local 
Group meeting at Christ Church Hall at 7.30pm.  
Non-members £3, Members £2. 
For further information visit their website 
www.harrogaterspb.com  
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Musings of a wildlife gardener 

(a personal view) 

How to cheer up your garden in these 

bleak February/March days? 

Plant hellebores! 
I know I have enthused about hellebores 
before, but can anyone come up with a better 
plant to cheer us up at this time of year – 
and provide valuable early nectar?  
Here we are very lucky. Over the last few 
years the native hellebore (helleborus 
foetidus) has decided it likes our damp shady 
spots and enthusiastically seeds itself 
around. We wait for the seedlings to develop 
to a suitable size and then move them to a 
spot where we can enjoy their delightful pale 
green flowers edged with maroon (usually 
from a window with the weather we have had 
recently!) Each plant is quite short lived, but 
while we have it makes a lovely combination 
with flowers like snowdrops or against a 
background of dark green foliage such as 
holly.  
To be quite honest I have less luck with 
helleborus niger, the well known Christmas 
Rose. It seems to be more temperamental in 
my exposed garden – and more likely to be 
eaten. So I’m going to shamelessly skirt 
around that one, leaving it for others to 
comment on, and move on to the plant that 
really provides the “wow factor” for me, 
which is helleborus orientalis, sometimes 
known as the Lenten Rose. Although these 
flower slightly later, they are certainly 
developing in my garden as I write. Cut back 
last year’s foliage to make the most of 
developing flowers and avoid the spread of 
disease. Don’t worry if the snow and ice 
return. They seem to have built in anti- 
freeze, can look briefly forlorn and then 
perk up.  
 

 

Perhaps oriental hellebores haven’t been as 
popular because they tend to have nodding 
flowers which it’s difficult to appreciate unless 
you get really close? Don’t let that put you off. 
Okay you may need to make a bit of effort to 
appreciate the finer points of their beauty, but 
isn’t this one of the joys of the garden? Some 
plants provide a spectacle of colour from a 
distance, while others demand you pay them 
that little bit more intimate attention. 

 
For a wildlife gardener I’m going to make a 
sacrilegious suggestion. Close your ears any 
bees out there. When you have filled every 
shady/semi-shady spot in your garden with 
single flowered oriental hellebores in every 
colour from deep plum to white streaked 
purple, and you feel you have enough of a 
nectar supply for the early venturing 
neighbourhood bees, why not cut a few of the 
flowers and bring them inside to float in a dish 
of water? That way you can really enjoy the 
delights of the flower colour and patterning 
without venturing out into the late winter 
garden at all. A breath of spring brought into 
the house. 

Janice Scott 

Advice from the RHS - Royal Horticultural Society 
This is hellebore black death! Check your hellebores for this nasty 

virus: look for stunted growth that is deformed and marked with black 

streaks. If you find it, dig it up and destroy; there's no cure, but you 
can prevent the spread! Aphids are vectors of this virus, but as we 

know it is an impossible task to control them, so it’s better to remove 

the source of infection. ;-) Becky RHS Members' Advisory Team 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/rhshome

