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What have we been doing?
The Allotment Show in Valley Gardens in August
started off so well. As usual, people stopped to
chat and buy some of the plants we had for sale
and pick up our information leaflets. As usual for
this summer, it didn’t just rain - it poured. Along
with other stall holders, we had to give in and
pack up, whilst trying to keep everything as dry
as possible.

Andrew Willocks was our expert for the talk in
October ‘Gardening for Wildlife’. This was a most
helpful presentation on what to do in your garden to
help winter wild life.
Lynda Fussell gave a presentation about HDBAG at
the Knaresborough in Bloom Awards Ceremony. We
were made very welcome and met up with some
very keen gardeners. We were also pleased to be
invited to have our display boards at the Harrogate
in Bloom Awards Ceremony again this year.
Jennifer Hall and Pamela Millen talked to the Age UK
Gardening Club at an October meeting in the Green
Hut. They were very interested in the work being
done at Rossett Nature Reserve, just around the
corner from them, and held the following meeting
there. They helped plant a tree, and are keen to
help with any planting next year.

But this was just a warm up for the Nidderdale
Show at Pateley Bridge in September. We were
so lucky to have our stand on a slight rise, which
soon became an island. It became a haven, a
place where folks could shelter and talk, and
children could do all the quizzes we had on offer.
Many thanks go to RHS Harlow Carr for the loan
of the marquee.
For the third year in a row, we went into Birk Crag
to cut back the invasive rhododendrons. The regrowth was soft and easy to remove. A few more of
the larger, older plants were cut down. The extra
light created makes it possible for native plants to
thrive.
Request for Volunteers
Earlier this year, some of our members helped plant
wild flowers at Jean Welch’s piece of land at Well
Farm Paddock at Great Ouseburn.
These were not the only events to suffer. The
evening bat walk held in September at Aspin Pond
was a no-show by the bats, though we learnt a lot
about them from our guide Dan McAndrew.
Friends of Aspin Pond intend revitalizing the pond,
and we intend meeting up with them again next
year to see what bats are in their area.

Comments and contributions welcomed.
Please contact Pamela Millen: biodiversityaction@gmail.com
 01423 523233

As part of the creation of a wildlife meadow, a new
pond is to be created under the direction of Dan
McAndrew, biodiversity expert with Harrogate
Borough Council. The heavy earth moving will be
tackled by a mini digger, but there will still be
plenty of manual work to be done.
Anyone who can provide hands-on help and/or has
knowledge of pond creation, and would be willing to
give advice, is most welcome to join in on
D(digging) Day - Saturday 9th March from 10.15
onwards.
Jean would love to hear from you on 01423 867114.

Valley Gardens

What’s Next?

Members of HDBAG have been very busy in our
space in Valley Gardens (the corner from Ebor
Rise entrance up to the war memorial) during the
last few months. First some clearing of some of
the overwhelming amount of Himalayan Balsam,
then the loosening up the soil, where it came out
in readiness for planting some native wildlifefriendly flowers.

The committee is working on an event calendar for
2013 and it will, of course, include the Big Garden
Bird Watch in January, and the AGM in February.
We will try again for a Moth Morning and a Bat Walk
at some point in the year.
If you have any
suggestions for events, please email us at
biodiversityaction@gmail.com.
The Harrogate and District Naturalists’ Society
have produced their programme of winter talks. It is
well worth becoming a member, but visitors can pay
£2.00 per meeting.
Meetings start at 7.30pm at the St Roberts Centre,
2/3 Robert Street, Harrogate.

Some of the plants we hope to see in bloom next
year are foxglove, red campion, ragged robin, ox
eye daisy, teasel, cowslip, borage, and purple
loosestrife. These were all grown by members of
the Group from locally harvested seeds. There
seemed to be so many plants but they only took
up a few small areas, mainly near the Ebor Rise
entrance paths.
With your membership renewals, we will again be
giving out packets of locally harvested seeds. It
would be much appreciated if you could donate
back a few of the seedlings you grow for planting
out next summer. You can, of course, come along
to a planting session and plant them yourself.

Wildlife Friendly Gardening
We have printed the Natural England booklet
called ‘Wildlife on Allotments’ and have given a
copy to each of the allotment groups throughout
Harrogate District.

Some of the talks scheduled for 2013 are:9 Jan: The Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, its Reserves and
its work, by Alan Redden
23 Jan: The West Tanfield Dormouse Reintroduction
Project, by Ann Hanson
6 Feb: Yorkshire’s marine and coastal wildlife, by
Paula Lightfoot
6 Mar: Tophill Low Nature Reserve: the hidden
valley, by Richard Hampshire
20 Mar: Snowy Owl – King of the Arctic, by Gordon
Yates.
There is no shortage of places to explore in our
district. We published a list of ‘Summer Walks’
during the year, listing walks found on websites for
Yorkshire Water, Nidderdale AONB and North
Yorkshire County Council.
The websites give
directions to the walks.
These will be just as
interesting during the winter months, and we would
be pleased to hear what wildlife you see. For a
copy of the Summer Walks leaflet, email us at
biodiversityaction@gmail.com.
We are lucky to have easily accessible nature
reserves on our doorstep.
Nosterfield is well-known for its wading birds. The
site was once quarried for sand and gravel, but has
been re-sculpted and managed to attract over 150
species of birds. From Ripon, take the A6108 to
West Tanfield, take the third exit on the roundabout
after the bridge, then the first exit on the next
roundabout on to Moor Lane.
Quarry Moor consists of magnesian limestone
grassland and is rich in plants specific to this type of
terrain. It was designated a Site of Scientific
Interest in 1986. The entrance is left on the 1 st
roundabout as you approach Ripon on the A61,
where the Ripon by-pass begins. The paths are
wheelchair friendly.

This booklet has useful information for those who
grow vegetables in gardens as well as on
allotments. For your own copy, please send your
request, name, address and cheque for £2.50 to
HDBAG, c/o 30 Lindrick Way, Harrogate, HG3 2SU.

Staveley is part of a larger area known as Staveley
Carrs. The recent improvements and extensions to
the reserve were featured in the Autumn 2012
edition of Wildlife Yorkshire. There is a new car
park at the eastern end of the reserve on Minskip
Road.
From Knaresborough, take the A6055
Boroughbridge Road, turn left at the crossroads
onto Arkendale Road, continue on to Main Street
into Staveley. Turn right onto Minskip Road and
look out for the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust car park.

Musings of a wildlife gardener
(a personal view)
Three autumnal favourites
Mid-November and autumn leaves are putting
on a final display, meaning our garden seems
more vibrant than it often is at the tail end
of summer. But even when the leaves have
gone, there’s still a lot to enjoy – and bring
life into the garden.
Berries are a boon to any wildlife gardener.
Our local mistle thrush agrees, perching on
our window sills to keep guard over his
favourite shrubs, and flying down to garner a
few juicy samples every now and again. My
autumn shrub of choice is the rosa rugosa
‘Alba’. I particularly like it because it is
works so hard for its living. From the fresh
young spring leaves, through the scented
single white flowers beloved by bees, and
culminating in large tomato red hips set
against glorious golden yellow autumn foliage,
this shrub is a constant delight. But don’t
just ask the human admirers. Birds
appreciate
the
hips
–
particularly
greenfinches. Each year we watch with
interest as greenfinches seem to test the
fruit to judge if it’s ready yet. When that
moment comes, we can watch half a dozen at
a time munching their way through tasty hips.

There was a time when gardening books
seemed to be full of recommendations of
berry-bearing shrubs and trees shunned by
the birds; the idea being that humans could
then enjoy the display all winter. It’s a point
of view. Personally, I would rather plant
specimens that the birds find appealing, so
that then my winter gloom can be mitigated
by the colour and movement and all round
entertainment of birds feasting.

Of course, it’s not just berries that will bring
the birds in to cheer up the autumn garden.
The most surprising little plants can tick this
box, while being colourful in their own right.
One of my favourites is actually a wild flower,
geranium lucidum or shining cranesbill, which
seeds around and softens our gravel path with
its starry pink flowers and pretty foliage,
scarlet tinged in autumn. Once again, we’re not
alone in enjoying it. Earlier in the autumn our
plants were regularly visited by a pair of
bullfinches who came to feast on the seeds.
“Leave some for us”, I muttered darkly through
the window as I watched. I needn’t have
worried. Seedlings are popping up all over the
place again, ready to flower next year.

Last, but by no means least, in this list of
autumn favourites comes phlomis russeliana,
which seems to get overlooked in any list of
perennials for autumn interest. Don’t be put
off by its uninviting name- seek it out. It’s easy
to grow and the basal leaves it keeps through
winter make good ground cover. In summer it
bears unusual whorls of hooded yellow flowers
around its stem. Don’t be tempted to cut these
off after flowering, as they develop into
intriguing and ornamental seed heads, with
nooks and crannies of great appeal to blue tits
and coal tits.

Janice Scott

As 2012 draws to a close, it is time to reflect on
another busy year which has seen many people
across the District do new, and more of the same,
good things which are helping our wildlife.
As a Group, we have been frustrated by the
weather affecting a number of our planned events.
Fortunately for our local critters, there has been
an increase in support via habitat improvements
and feeding, in some cases. The impact of the
quantity of rain experienced in 2012 really
depends on whether damp conditions are
preferred or not…. the amphibians must have
been happy?
Despite the weather, our members have still
supported the events and have been fabulous in
growing seedlings, pulling Himalayan Balsam,
chopping back overgrowth and planting many,
many seedlings and trees. Hopefully we will see
the fruits of our labours with colourful displays
next year.
It is with much excitement that I can reveal that
we have been successful in our bid for funding
from the Harrogate Borough Council. This is
fantastic news which will see greater
developments in some of our key projects –



Wildlife Friendly Garden Awards
Notice boards for the Valley Gardens
Wildlife Area and the Rossett Nature
Reserve extension
 Closer working with the wonderful Allotment
Groups in our District
We look forward to working with you, and sharing
ideas on these and other initiatives, in 2013.

